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January 2013

 A BITTERSWEET TIME FOR ALATHEA MINISTRIES

ALATHEA
Ministries, Inc.
4760 Highland Drive
Suite 515
Salt Lake City, UT
84117
888 868-HOTM (4686)

Dear Alathea Partners and Friends,

By now you may be aware that after 
seven years of airing our weekly live 
call-in television program on KTMW 
TV-20 out of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Heart of the Matter (and the other 
television program we produce, The 
Ex-Files), we were abruptly cancelled 
by the station owners and 
management through written notice.

Like all change, the news was 
challenging as it brought with it a 
certain amount of melancholy and 
uncertainty, but was oddly refreshing, 
bringing new frontiers and the 
opportunity to see where the Lord is 
leading.  Because of your long support 
of Alathea Ministries, I think an 

explanation of what occurred (and 
why) is warranted.  Please know that 
we do not cast dispersion upon those 
who were involved in the 
cancellations.  We were GREATLY 
blessed to have been able to 
participate in these television 
programs in the first place and know, 
without any shadow of doubt, that 
God is on the throne and in complete 
charge of all that occurs in His Church.

Heart of the Matter and I have been 
controversial since the first day we 
aired back in 2006.  I have always 
believed if men and women are 
allowed to get on the television 
airwaves and make false claims about 
the true and living God I love, then I  

can get on the air and honestly convey 
what I believe is true about Him and 
His Word – even if the manner in which 
I articulate the information is abrasive 
or hard to hear.
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After writing and hosting the show for 
365 weeks without a break, I found 
myself wearing down.  We had just 
gotten through a very taxing United 
States Presidential election where LDS 
candidate Mitt Romney was able to 
garner tacit support from a majority of 
important and influential north 
American evangelical leaders and I 
found myself “caught between a rock 
and a hard place.”

In the aftermath of this rather complex, 
relentless, and frustrating battle I also 
found myself on near empty energy-
wise and a number of brothers and 
sisters suggested a vacation was in 
order.  We decided that the month of 
December would be as good a time as  
any to try and rejuvenate our energies.   
The week before the break began I 
outlined our programming intentions 
for 2013 on the show, saying that we 
would be focusing on the strange and 
unusual events in Mormon history.  
This was the plan and when the 
program ended that night I exited the 
station and attempted to extract 
myself from everything related to 
ministry whether television or our 
CAMPUS Gatherings.

On the first Sunday of the break I 
thought it might be fun and informative 
to visit some of the more established 
churches along the Utah Wasatch 
front.  Admittedly, after the evangelical 
support for an LDS President I found 
myself a bit disillusioned with what I 
thought I knew about American 
Evangelicalism.  Additionally, it had 
been years since I had stepped foot 
into an actual modern American 
Evangelical service. We had been so 
heavily involved in ministerial activities 
on Sundays since we began in late 
2005, I had no time to witness for 
myself what the LDS people who were 
coming out of Mormonism were 
experiencing when they entered a 

typical, modern Evangelical Christian 
service in the state, let alone the 
nation.

So for five weeks I roamed on 
Sundays  –  first visiting the internet to 
determine which churches in Utah 
drew in the larger audiences – and 
second in my car as I tried to locate 
most of them for the first time in my 
life.  I am not going to give a blow by 
blow account of either what I 
experienced on my visits or which 
churches I attended.  To date we have 
not revealed this information to 
anyone.  All I will say is I walked out of 
every single one of them – EVERY 
SINGLE ONE OF THEM – wondering 
why I was yanking good LDS people 
out of Mormonism only to have them 
exchange one form of empty religion 
for another!

Call me hard to please.  Call me a 
malcontent – what can I say?  I know, 
not from my own opinions or personal 
tastes but from the Word of God, what 
God has established to equip and 
strengthen believers and what will 
stunt their spiritual growth.  When 
these necessary elements are missing 
which “serve to perfect the saints, 
assist the work of the ministry, (and) 
edify the body of Christ,” something 
needs to be said about it. 

So on our first show of 2013 (which 
happened to be on the evening of 
January 1) I announced a new 
direction for the year – I was going to 
put the same amount of time, passion, 
and attention on problems in modern 
American Evangelicalism as I had on 
Mormonism for the previous seven 
years. I delivered this introductory 
explanation passionately as I found 
myself so appalled by what I had 
witnessed in churches where God 
expects the people to be fed and not 
entertained.  (For the record I do not 

regret a single word, phrase, or stance 
I employed that night.  However, my 
method of delivery can always 
improve).

The next day I received a phone call 
from one of the station owners.  She 
was friendly and jovial but expressed a 
concern over what she saw on the 
show the night before.  This woman is 
a dear sister who leans strongly to 
very charismatic church services that 
are filled with miracles - she even 
invited me years ago to travel with her 
and Benny Hinn (an invitation I 
rejected).  I love this woman and her 
husband very much, but she was of 
the opinion that I needed to stick to 
my “work with the Mormons,” and to 
leave the Christian church alone.  
“After all” she said, “what’s wrong with 
it?”  I politely disagreed with her 
suggestions, and she said we would 
have to get together and sit down with 
TV-20‘s station manager in the near 
future to figure out what we would do.

The next day I emailed the station 
manager of KTMW TV-20.  In that 
letter was the following 
communication:
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January 2nd 2013

Denny,

I just got off the phone with Connie.  She called me concerned about this year’s HOTM focus.  
I reassured her that the intent is to not embarrass or single out any specific church but to 
talk about biblical principles and compare them with what is going on in parts of the Body at 
large.

I’ve attached a chronological list of topics we plan on covering this year of 2013.  I think you 
will see upon reviewing them that any and all critiques of modern American Evangelical 
Christianity will be by and through a sound biblical comparison.  Note that while I may 
express some personal opinions about certain cultural presentations I will always state that 
everyone is permitted to seek the Lord in whatever way they are personally inclined.

The real issues relative to why we are pursuing this course are these:

1. We have spent a lot of time and money trying to bring Mormon people out of 
Mormonism and many of them are sorely disappointed with some of the things they 
are finding in the churches thriving in the state.  Ex-Mormons come to church to 
learn the Bible (hear it taught) for by this method is faith obtained and increased 
(Romans 10).  If they are not “hearing the Word,” they are not growing in faith.  I have 
a personal responsibility and interest in these young ones who come out of 
Mormonism, and what I saw in most of the churches I visited was not healthy, was 
not biblical, and was not conducive to these converts’ spiritual growth.

AGAIN, I AM NOT GOING TO NAME NAMES.  I AM GOING TO TEACH BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES 
THAT CLEARLY ARTICULATE THE PRACTICE OF CHURCH.

2. It bodes well with our ministry to the Mormons (which will continue after this year) to 
show that we are unafraid to shine the same amount of light on our own issues as we 
shine on theirs.  Any pastor ought to welcome scrutiny if it is based on the Word and 
I am frankly ashamed at the cowardice I’ve seen from a few who are bucking this 
approach to healing the Body.

3. I believe that when word gets out to the LDS community about the fact that we are 
focusing on our own this year it will open many of them to listening more readily to 
what we say about them in the future.  It is fair, and the Body needs to stop thinking 
it is beyond correction or reproach.

4. I would never do or say anything that would not be constructive to the Body.  I’m out 
to help individuals get fed – from what I’ve seen, this is seriously lacking.  The 
implications seem to be that what I will do will destroy something good in the 
church.  Not so.  How could suggesting more of the Word, more faith, more love, and 
less of the things of the world be a detriment to the Body here or in the world at 
large?

5. Ours is a television ministry.  Hot topics that are generally feared fuel television 
audiences.  THIS IS NOT WHY I AM DOING THIS BUT THE FACT REMAINS.  Such topics 
get people talking, thinking, working toward solutions and compromises.  Since 
airing last night we have received 35 emails (over a program that aired on New Year’s 
day and at a time when people thought we were not coming back to live shows until 
next week).  Of those 35 emails, 32 were positive, excited and supportive of this new 
direction.  I’ve received eight phone calls saying the same, and three texts.  Of the 
other three emails, one was just curious about some details about our approach and 
the other two were from people who have a vested interest in keeping a balanced 
equilibrium with the people.
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If you think back to when we first aired HOTM there was an abundance of recoil.  Through 
perseverance and good information, we were able to overcome the nay-sayers and reach 
people for the better.  This will be not one bit different.  I hope you will give me a(nother) 
chance to prove we will do this again.  I think it only fair you do . . . until I prove otherwise.

Finally, what I am doing, which some are saying is not good or even forbidden in the Bible 
(which is absolutely false), is completely biblical and for this reason alone I stand adamant 
that I be allowed to pursue the course.  Instead of my just saying, “It’s biblical! It’s biblical!” 
against the cries of fearful people who say, “It’s not good!  It’s not good!” please consider 
the following and tell me how what we are doing is wrong or one whit different than:

(At this point in the letter I supported my critique of the church with a number of biblical 
examples which we won’t include here due to length.  The email continued . . .)

In the HOLY NAME OF THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD, I AM PLEADING WITH YOU THAT 
YOU OPEN YOUR AGED HEART, PUT AWAY YOUR PREJUDICES AGAINST MY PERSON 
AND PERSONALITY, AND LET US PROCEED WITH WHAT NOT ONLY NEEDS TO BE 
DONE, BUT MUST.  I CANNOT MOVE FORWARD IN ANY OTHER WAY.

             Shawn

PS.  I’ve also attached a smattering of emails we have received since Tuesday’s program.

We did not receive any sort of a response 
back to this email and I errantly assumed 
that the non-response meant there was 
an agreement and I could proceed. I 
looked forward to the chance of  
continuing on in this direction with the full 
intent NOT to divide but to correct.

The following day I received an email from 
the wife of Utah’s most influential 
evangelical leader who asked if I had 
approached the pastors of the individual 
churches I visited over the break and 
shared my concerns with them.

I responded by stating that because I was 
not going to specifically name names or 
point their church out as failing, but was 
instead going to use what I witnessed in 
their churches generally,  I did not believe 
it was necessary to speak to them 
individually.  She responded by thanking 
me for the clarification.

Four days later, between our Sunday 
morning and afternoon church gatherings 
at the University of Utah, as I was

crossing the parking lot, I noticed a car 
with tinted windows creeping along the 
drive in front of the building behind me.  
As I entered the structure (in the company 
of a few believers) a man came in from 
the suspect car carrying a large manila 
envelope.  He approached me and said, 
“This is for you.”

I replied with a laugh and said, “I am 
typically very uncomfortable taking 
envelopes from people I don’t know,” and 
as he turned to leave he said, “Oh, this is 
good.  This is really good.”

Opening the envelope I found two letters 
– one addressed to me and one to Derrick 
Webster, who, with his wife Denita, 
handles all the financial and physical 
matters of the ministry. The letters were 
written on KTMW TV-20 letterhead and 
they terminated our relationship with the 
station permanently and without any 
further conversation permitted.  The 
letters were signed by KTMW station 
manager and the same owner that had 
called me the day after the show.  

All I can say is we were completely 
stunned.  But  I must admit that any 
television station has the right to cancel 
any program it feels no longer meets its 
objectives, so I do not hold any animus 
toward their persons for the decision.  I 
certainly found it abrupt and delivered in a 
somewhat calloused manner, but that too, 
is their right.  The question that lingered in 
my mind, however, was what pushed 
them over the edge to take such sudden 
action.

My answer arrived two days later when I 
was contacted through email by a fellow 
pastor who writes a blog.  While not a fan 
of me or my delivery style, he believed 
something was amiss in the cancellation 
of the programs and began to investigate.  
Within the confines of his blog he has cut 
and pasted two emails that came from the 
state’s most influential evangelical leader.  
Reading these two emails my question as 
to why the abrupt cancellation occurred 
was answered.
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Below is a copy of the emails (with all names removed). 

The blogger prefaced the emails stating:

On January 4th I was forwarded a message by a dear friend who asked my opinion on a set of 
two email messages bearing the curious subject line “Shawn McCraney’s last days?” 

The message was originally sent to a number of pastors in Utah and contained the following, 
including an original message from an apparent employee of TV20 linking to a YouTube video 
representing a sped up excerpt of Shawn’s announcement of his 2013 focus:

EMAIL NUMBER ONE

“Ok, pastors, here’s a sped up version of Shawn McCraney’s program of last Tuesday night (New 
Year’s Day eve) where he discusses his plans to denounce evangelical Christianity with the same 
vengeance as he has done against Mormonism for the last eight years. You can watch this sped 
up version that does not have the phone calls included in about 15 minutes. This attack against 
the Body of Christ in Utah must not be allowed to take place, this is divisive and wrong. I believe 
this is something we could all agree on, the unity of the Body of Christ is worth standing up for!

Feel free to pass on your concerns to channel 20 and (station manager) (they actually need to 
hear from Utah Pastors) if you are concerned about Shawn’s new agenda.

Thanks,

(Evangelical Leader’s Name)

Once the program was cancelled this is the second, follow-up email that was sent out by the 
Evangelical leader here in Utah:

Pastors, just an fyi (if you don’t already know), channel 20 hand delivered Shawn his termination 
letter today, Heart of the Matter and Shawn McCraney are done at the station.

Not sure what the fallout will be from his supporters (some of which attend your churches), but I 
wanted you to be properly informed before things went public on Tuesday.

In all seriousness, this is a sad ending for Shawn. He is a passionate man and he runs hard after 
God, but his approach has gotten the best of him and his platform has been removed. I’m sure he 
will try to continue, but without TV, he is very limited.

I hope he responds to some of you that have attempted to reach out to him personally, but in the 
mean time remember to say a prayer for Shawn and ask that the Lord help him respond 
appropriately.

One last thing, say a prayer for Ch. 20 itself as this decision will not come without some 
backlash. Perhaps this is an important time to reach out to Denny and the station with support 
and encouragement. Send them an e-mail, consider helping them make up the financial loss they 
will take by canceling Shawn’s show (he paid them $400 an episode), for doing the right thing 
and canceling him. If you end up sending them $25 or $50 a month let everyone know so that we 
can see how the Lord might meet the needs of the station. By the way, they would love to film a 
commercial for any interested church and air it throughout the week, so by supporting them you 
will be blessed too.

Anyone interested in filming a 30 to 60 second commercial, just let me know and we’ll arrange 
it.

With a hopeful heart for the future of Ch. 20,

(Evangelical Leader’s Name)



HEART OF THE MATTER
Evangelical Christianity
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SO, WHERE DOES ALL THIS LEAVE ALATHEA MINISTRIES?
The very same place we’ve always been - in God’s hands.

Amidst hundreds and hundreds of emails, 
calls, letters and personal expressions of 
support, we have been forced by the King 
to try and sit back, petition Him in prayer, 
fight our fleshly desires to retaliate and seek 
revenge, and to just patiently await His 
direction . . . not our own.  Such things are 
never easy – especially when a person is 
used to taking action.  So instead of 
responding with an immediate, canned, 
prepared corporate plan of action, we have 
sincerely tried to hear what the Lord would 
have to say and to wait. 

Along the way, some sleepless nights.  
Some frustration.  Some feelings of 
worthlessness and failure.  Do I need to 
change my style and person so as to be 
pleasing to the Lord? I wondered more 
times than I can count.  Would our new 
direction have served to divide the Body/
Church?    Should I give all this up and just 
go out and establish a new career in the 
secular world – one void of such conflict?

HEART OF THE MATTER (Mormonism)

We looked around.  Took inventory.  First of 
all we are sitting on 370 hours of television 
programs that all focus (one way or another) 
on Mormonism.  We gave our all to reveal it 

for what it is, and what it is not (Christian).   
Along with these programs we have three 
books in stock that articulate some aspect 
of Mormonism relative to biblical 
Christianity. Hmmmmm.  Not bad.  So Lord, 
what can be done now that we have lost 
our distribution here in Utah?

On Friday I received a call from a brother I 
met three years ago.  He is the program 
director for a national Christian television 
broadcasting network.  Where TV-20 
reaches a potential audience of around one 
hundred and fifty thousand households in 
Utah alone, his network reaches more than 
thirty-three million households throughout 
the United States . . . and the world. 

We are now in contract negotiations with 
this network to begin exposing the rest of 
the nation (and parts of the world) to Heart 
of the Matter and therefore . . . the truth 
about Mormonism.  

Additionally, we learned that here in Utah 
there are a number of other television 
stations that might be available to this 
concentrated audience of Latter-Day 
Saints.  So we are pursuing this avenue in 
addition to an up and coming national 
exposure.

C.A.M.P.U.S.

HEART OF THE MATTER
Mormonism

 Dear Fans, Friends, (and even all you enemies out there) –              

On Tuesday night, January 1st 2013, we announced on our television 
program “Heart of the Matter” that after seven years of passionately “going 
after” Mormonism with relentless and factual tenacity we were going to use 
2013 to shine a light on our own house – namely, on American Evangelical 
Christianity.  Five days later we received written notice from the owners and 
management of KTMW TV20 that they were officially severing all ties with 
Alathea Ministries and this decision was non-negotiable.

We wish to extend to the owners and management of KTMW TV20 our 
deepest gratitude for allowing us to use their facilities over the years in our 
attempt at bringing all who would hear to the truth of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  The Lord has blessed these efforts abundantly and they never 
would have occurred without the constant support from KTMW TV-20.

We invite those who have questions, concerns, or objections to this 
decision to refrain from responding to this event in the flesh but to instead 
pray – for TV-20’s continued success, for the LDS, for the Body, and for 
Alathea Ministries. God almighty has been, is, and will forever be in charge. 
To this we are convinced.

If you should desire to experience church stripped of most of the modern 
evangelical cultural trappings plaguing the Body today we invite any and all 
to visit us on any given Sunday at the University of Utah. God bless you, 
one and all.  And thank you for your prayers and support over the years.  
Shawn.   -----------

We are not going to respond to the follow-up accusations 
being used to justify the termination of the programs.  They 
are untrue or only partially true and are being offered outside 
of context.

We hope and pray that many will come to the light of truth 
available in the biblical gospel of Jesus Christ through any 
new endeavors KTMW TV-20 chooses to pursue.   With this 
being said, we would be remiss  if we did not honestly 
recognize that while Heart of the Matter (or more particularly 
its host, yours truly) was controversial, unprofessional, odd, 
and at times too aggressive, the true and living God used us 
fools to help bring countless souls to Him from all over the 
state, nation, and world.  Thank you, Lord.

Our official and only response was posted on our website, www.hotm.tv: 

http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
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HEART OF THE MATTER 
(Evangelical Christianity)

Next, we are going to continue to reach 
out (via the internet and live streaming 
video) with Heart of Matter (Evangelical 
Christianity).  This will be a live call-in 
internet and streaming video show 
airing every Tuesday night from 8-9 
pm.  You might wonder why we don’t 
take the show to another Christian 
television network?   It’s too 
controversial.  And we fear the end 
result would be the same as what 
occurred with KTMW TV-20.  So we 
feel that in order to effectively reach 
people with unadulterated truth about 
what is happening in evangelical 
Christianity, we have to be independent 
– not to speak irresponsibly but to 
simply speak truth.  

Shows will be live streamed at 
www.hotm.tv (Tuesdays from 8-9 pm 
MST) and archived there as well.  
Please continue to check that website 
for further information and the actual 
starting date.

C.A.M.P.U.S. Gatherings

Finally, we are going to expand our 
weekly C.A.M.P.U.S. Gatherings in 
direct response to our own complaint 
that the Word of God is lacking in the 

state of Utah (let alone the nation).  
Beginning the week of April 7th 2013 
we are going to hold two C.A.M.P.U.S. 
Gatherings (Milk and Meat) on 
Sundays, and then on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights 
of every week.  We believe that in 
doing this several objectives can be 
met:

1. We can be of value in helping 
to “perfect the saints,” “assist 
the work of the ministry,” (and) 
“edify  the body of Christ” here 
in Utah.

2. We can help feed seekers of 
God’s truth who have been 
starving for the Word.

3. We can provide some sort of 
church to those who are tired 
of modern church applications.

4. We might be able to motivate a 
change of direction among 
existing churches through (for 
lack of a better word) 
competition.  

We pray the Lord’s continued blessings  
upon us as we undertake these new 
and challenging ventures in His Name.

Again - Please continue checking 
websites for updates - 
www.hotm.tv                          
www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com

so, where does this leave you?

Hopefully, it leaves you still in our 
corner  . . . we REALLY need you now 
more than ever before.  Please 
continue to pray for us (if you have 
been praying for us in the past.  If not, 
please start!).  And if you have been in 
a position and lead of the Lord to 
support us financially, please don’t 
stop.  We have tried to provide sound, 
solid teachings and information to 
audiences over the years and this is 
not only NOT going to change in the 
future, but our reach will extend much 
farther than it ever has before.  

So . . . please prayerfully consider how 
you can help us continue forward.  The 
Lord will guide.  We are mid-flight 
between a giant chasm, having been 
pushed from a place of limited security 
- but are headed toward a side far 
more expansive and advantageous . . . 
if we can make the landing.  We need 
Him . . . and you.

With love and faith,

Shawn

All donations may be made 
through the www.hotm.tv 
website,  by calling 888 868-4686 
or by writing:                            
4760 Highland Drive, #515             
Salt Lake City, UT 84117.

HOWDY HOTM PARTNERS!

Alathea Ministries survives solely on the 
prayers and support of individuals. We 
invite you to “partner-up” with us and help 
us make a difference in the lives of millions 
of Latter-day Saints and Christians the 
world over. HOTM Partners commit to 
helping support our ministerial needs on a 
monthly basis.

Check out the contact info on the right!

How to become a “PARTNER”
1.Go to www.hotm.tv for more info.

2.Write us at the address to the right.

3.Call us at 1 888 868-4686
All Partners receive a 100% bona-fide 
Howdy Partner t-shirt , a “Heart of the 
Matter” mug, and an invitation to our
annual Partner’s ball!

ALATHEA MINISTRIES
4760 Highland Drive
#515 Salt Lake City, Utah 84117
(888) 868-HOTM (4686)
www.hotm.tv
www.bornagainmormon.com
www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com
www.exmormonfiles.tv

http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com
http://www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.hotm.tv
http://www.bornagainmormon.com
http://www.bornagainmormon.com
http://www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com
http://www.c-a-m-p-u-s.com
http://www.exmormonfiles.tv
http://www.exmormonfiles.tv

