
January 2nd 2013

Denny,

I just got off the phone with Connie.  She called me concerned about this year’s HOTM 
focus.  I reassured her that the intent is to not embarrass or single out any specific 
church but to talk about biblical principles and compare them with what is going on in 
parts of the Body at large.

I’ve attached a chronological list of topics we plan on covering this year of 2013.  I 
think you will see upon reviewing them that any and all critiques of modern American 
Evangelical Christianity will be by and through a sound biblical comparison.  Note that 
while I may express some personal opinions about certain cultural presentations I will 
always state that everyone is permitted to seek the Lord in whatever what they are 
personally inclined.

The real issues relative to why we are pursuing this course are these:

1. We have spent a lot of time and money trying to bring Mormon people out of 
Mormonism and many of them are sorely disappointed with some of the things 
they are finding in the churches thriving in the state.  Ex-Mormon’s come to 
church to learn the Bible (hear it taught) for by this method is faith obtained and 
increased (Romans 10).  If they are not “hearing the Word,” they are not growing 
in faith.  I have a personal responsibility and interest in these young ones who 
come out of Mormonism and what I saw in most of the churches I visited was 
not healthy, was not biblical, and is not conducive to these converts spiritual 
growth.

AGAIN, I AM NOT GOING TO NAME NAMES, I AM GOING TO TEACH BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES 
THAT CLEARLY ARTICULATE THE PRACTICE OF CHURCH.

2. It bodes well with our ministry to the Mormons (which will continue after this 
year) to show that we are unafraid to shine the same amount of light on our own 
issues as we shine on theirs.  Any pastor ought to welcome scrutiny if it is based 
on the Word and I am frankly ashamed at the cowardice I’ve seen from a few 
who are bucking this approach to healing the Body.

3. I believe that when word gets out to the LDS community about the fact that we 
are focusing on our own this year it will open some up to many of them 
listening more readily about what we have to say about them in the future.  It is 
fair, and the Body needs to stop thinking it is beyond correction or reproach.

4. I would never do or say anything that would not be constructive to the Body.  
I’m out to help individuals get fed – from what I’ve seen this is seriously lacking.  
The implications seem to be what I will do will destroy something good in the 
church.  Not so.  How could suggesting more of the word, more faith, more 



love, and less of the things of the world be a detriment to the Body here or in 
the world at large?

5. Ours is a television ministry.  Hot topics that are generally feared fuel television 
audiences.  THIS IS NOT WHY I AM DOING THIS BUT THE FACT REMAINS.  Such 
topics get people talking, thinking, working toward solutions and compromises.  
Since airing last night we have received 35 emails (over a program that aired on 
New Year’s day and at a time when people thought we were not coming back to 
live shows until next week).  Of those 35 emails 32 were positive, excited and 
supportive of this new direction.  I’ve received eight phone calls saying the 
same, and three texts.  Of the other three emails, one was just curious about 
some details about our approach and the other two were from people who have 
a vested interest in keeping a balanced equilibrium with the people (one from 
Pastor Terry Long and one from Jonathan Moorehead of Transitions).

If you think back to when we first aired HOTM there was an abundance of recoil.  
Through perseverance and good information, we were able to overcome the nay-sayers 
and reach people for the better.  This will be not one bit different.  I hope you will give 
me a(nother) chance to prove we will do this again.  I think it only fair you do . . . until I 
prove otherwise.

Finally, what I am doing, which some are saying is not good or even forbidden in the 
Bible (which is absolutely false) is completely biblical and for this reason alone I stand 
adamant that I be allowed to pursue the course.  Instead of my just saying, “It’s 
biblical! It’s biblical!” against the cries of fearful people who say, “It’s not good!  It’s 
not good!” please consider the following and tell me how what we are doing is wrong 
or one whit different than:

• Every Old Testament prophet who cried against the leaders, prophets, and 
shepherds of Israel. 

Ezekiel 34:2-3 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, 
and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the 
flocks?  Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: 
but ye feed not the flock.”

Isaiah 56:11 “Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they 
are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one 
for his gain, from his quarter.”

Micah 3:11 “The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach 
for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the 
LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us.”

Jeremiah 23:1 “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of 
my pasture! saith the LORD.”



Zechariah 11:17 “Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword 
shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, 
and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.”

• John the Baptist and His words and ministry to the religious leaders of his 
religion and day.

Matthew 3:2 “. . . saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matthew 3:7  “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to 
his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  
and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

• The Lord Jesus Christ and the words He had to say to the religions leaders 
of His day.

Matthew 23:1  “Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, saying, 
The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: all therefore whatsoever they 
bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they 
say, and do not.

For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.  
But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their 
phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, and love the uppermost 
rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the 
markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for 
one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your 
father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye 
called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be 
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  But woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against 
men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to 
go in. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' 
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the 
greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make 
him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind 
guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but 
whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!  Ye fools and 
blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 
And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth 



by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, 
the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso therefore shall swear by the 
altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And whoso shall swear by the 
temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall swear 
by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone.  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.  Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the 
cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.  Thou 
blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the 
outside of them may be clean also.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
men's bones, and of all uncleanness.  Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the 
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets.  Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are 
the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of 
your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?”

• The fact that most of Paul’s epistles were letters of instruction and 
correction to the established churches of his day (which I will be using to 
compare and constrast to what is being done in wayward churches around the 
globe today).

2nd Corinthians 13:1-3  “This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth 
of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  I told you before, and 
foretell you, as if I were present, the second time; and being absent now I write 
to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I 
will not spare: since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-
ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.”

2Co 13:10 “Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I 
should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to 
edification, and not to destruction.”

• The fact that when the Lord appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos he had 
praise and critique of the seven churches (again, very words I will use in 
critiquing the current situation in some of American Evangelicalism)



Revelation Chapter 1, 2, and 3

• The fact that every single advance to PROTECT the Body of Christ in the 
early church and beyond came from men who stood up AGAINST heresy 
and evil practice in the Body.  Consider the words and wisdom and fight of:

Jacobus Arminius

Theodore Beza

Heinrich Bullinger

Thomas Cranmer

Thomas Cromwell

George Fox

John Huss

John Knox

Hugh Latimer

Martin Luther

Melanchthon

Nicolas Ridley

William Tyndale

John Wesley

Wyclif

Zwingli 

Kierkegaard

And every single pastor, priest, and reverend before and since who has silently 
done the work and will of God, suffering for the cause, while refusing to play the 
game of religion for the sake of bringing and teaching others about a 
relationship with our King.



In the HOLY NAME OF THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD, I AM PLEADING WITH 
YOU THAT YOU OPEN YOUR AGED HEART, PUT AWAY YOUR PREJUDICES 
AGAINST MY PERSON AND PERSONALITY, AND LET US PROCEED WITH 
WHAT NOT ONLY NEEDS TO BE DONE, BUT MUST.  I CANNOT MOVE 
FORWARD IN ANY OTHER WAY.

             Shawn

           PS.  I’ve also attached a smattering of emails we have received since 
Tuesdays program.


