
 

 

KTMW Official Response to the Cancellation of Heart of the Matter 
 
Seven years ago, Shawn McCraney was invited by TV20 to host a program on Mormonism due to his 
expertise in that particular area. Production and airtime were provided free of cost by the station for nearly 
five years. The station also provided free airtime for two other productions of Shawn’s, a bible study and a 
youth program. The former, Shawn discontinued himself, and the latter was cancelled by the station after 
six weeks. Shawn had also approached the manager with plans to do an additional  program critiquing 
evangelical Christianity, but the request was denied. 
 
In December of 2010, the station owners met with Shawn to discuss concerns about some of his on-air 
conduct. A Standard Agreement of KTMW on-air policy, which all TV20 program hosts have signed and 
are expected to abide by, states that “all programs shall be fitting for the general ’family friendly’ format of 
KTMW and the station reserves the right to remove programming that, due to content, is offensive, 
obscene, inappropriate, or in any way deemed objectionable”. Our FCC attorney had written a letter of 
termination to Shawn’s ministry due to comments and behavior which were inconsistent with that policy. 
However, after discussion and prayer, a conditional reprieve of that decision was agreed upon. It was also 
agreed that controversial program content would be submitted to the station’s management in advance. 
 
Then, in January of 2013, Shawn announced on the air his intention to change the direction of Heart of the 
Matter from an outreach to Mormons to a critique of evangelical Christianity. There was no mention of this 
change to the management beforehand. The next day, one of the owners personally contacted Shawn by 
phone to discuss her objections to the program and request him to reconsider. This was followed by an 
email to the station manager confirming Shawn’s originally stated plans, similar to the program the station 
had rejected years prior.  
 
However, the reason for the discontinuance of Heart of the Matter has as much to do with the mocking 
attitude and language that was used, which did not reflect the tone of Shawn’s emailed plans, as much as it 
did with the unexpected change in content. The station feels that this approach and style not only does not 
fit our family friendly policy, but is also unbiblical, unhelpful to believers, and a poor witness to non-
Christians.   
 
As to the general intent of the program, a critique of evangelicalism, TV20 has no qualms. We regularly air 
programming that performs exactly that function, such as Wretched and Word Pictures. The problem is not 
with “shining a light on our own house” as the Heart of the Matter website puts it, but rather, with the 
manner of doing so that Shawn has demonstrated on the air. 
 
Concerns have been voiced since the beginning of Shawn’s involvement with TV20. Throughout that time, 
the station has sought to alleviate those concerns by working with Shawn. Now, however, the station feels 
this kind of workable relationship no longer exists.   
 
TV20 acknowledges that this is an unfortunate loss in many ways both to viewers and the station, but 
hopefully, this will help to clarify that we have tried to act in a responsible and godly manner. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Management of KTMW TV20 
 
 
 


